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unsuccessful, primarily because the local inhabitants were
sympathetic to the rebels, supplied them with food, informed
them of the movements of the Red Army forces, and also
concealed them from pursuit. But in addition the battalion
commander Kaparin, a Social Revolutionary and former
staff captain in the Tsarist army, was by no means anxious
to see the elimination of the counter-revolutionary forces
in his area, and did all he could to hinder operations against
them. Only occasionally, when driven into action by the
chairman of the Party Regional Committee, did he make
brief expeditions with his troops, quickly returning to
Vieshenska on the pretext that he must not disperse his
forces or take imprudent risks, leaving Vieshenska and its
regional organisations and warehouses without adequate
defence. The battalion, which numbered some four hundred
bayonets and fourteen machine-guns, performed garrison
duties : the men guarded prisoners, brought water, chopped
down trees in the forest, and also, as part of their compulsory
labour duty, collected gall nuts from oak trees, for the
manufacture of ink. The battalion successfully supplied
wood and ink to all the numerous regional organisations and
offices, but meantime the number of small insurgent bands
in the area was growing alarmingly. And not until December,
when a considerable rising broke out in the Boguchar county
of Voriniezh province, contiguous with the Upper Don
region, was the timber-cutting and gall nut collecting
perforce brought to an end. By order of the army
commander of the Don province the battalion, consisting of
three companies and a machine-gun section, was sent, with./
the garrison cavalry squadron, the first battalion of the
I2th grain-collecting regiment, and two small local defence
detachments, to crush the rising.
In a battle which was fought at the approaches to the
village of Sukhoi Donietz the Vieshenska squadron, com-
manded by Yakov Fomin, attacked the lines of insurgents
on the flank, swept them away, put them to flight and
sabred some 170 men in the pursuit, while losing only three
men. With few exceptions every man in the squadron
was a cossack, a native of the Upper Don area. In this
fight they were once more faithful to the age-old cossack
traditions: despite the protests of the two communists in
the squadron, after the battle almost half the men exchanged